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Western Philosophy: An Anthology provides the mostcomprehensive and authoritative survey of the Western
philosophicaltradition from ancient Greece to the leading philosophers of today.Can philosophy enable usto
lead better lives through a systematic understanding of our human nature? John Cottingham's thought-provoking
1998 study examines the contrasting approaches to this problem found in three major phases of Western

and fundamental problems concerning matters such as existence, knowledge, values, reason, mind, and
language.René Descartes (1596 - 1650) was a French philosopher, mathematician, scientist and writer of the
Age of Reason. He has been called the "Father of Modern Philosophy"”, and much of subsequent Western
philosophy can be seen as a response to his writings.



