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Val McDermid was a journalist for sixteen years and is now a full-time writer living in South Manchester. In 
1995, she won the Gold Dagger Award for Best Crime Novel of the Year for The Mermaids Singing.I first read 
"A Place of Execution" over ten years ago, as my introduction to Val McDermid's books. I consider it one of my 
top five favorite crime novels (along with Peter Robinson's "In a Dry Season").Val McDermid, FRSE, FRSL 
(born 4 June 1955) is a Scottish crime writer, best known for a series of suspense novels featuring Dr. Tony 
HillVal McDermid is a celebrated and best selling Scottish crime writer, best known for a series of suspense 
novels featuring her most famous creation The Wire in the Blood, which has been adapted for television under 
the name Wire in the Blood, and starred Robson Green


